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OPINION

Can recyclingcrip IS getti'ng old

By lenny Gitlitz

The alaminum beverage can re-
cyeling rate has tumbled {o its low-
est level in 25 vears. Whether cne
subeeribes to the Aluminure Asso-
ciation’s figures (500 percenf. in
2003, down from 53 percent in
2002} or the Container Recyrling
Instituie’s rats, which deducts im-
ported heverage cans {44 percent,
dowan from 48 percent in 2(HIZ),
there is no dispute that the recy-
cling of cans is down in the dumps,

Between 1972, when the Al

g minum Asgzo-
ciafion bhegan
collecting data,
and 2003, over
I trillion cans
| were wasted, An
estimated 17.5
millien fons of
cans with a er-
rent market val-
ue of $21 billion
He buried in American garbage

durnps and landfils,

By every measure — percent,

weight, and units — alwminum
bewveérage ean recycling has fallen
for 11 vears. The Aluminum Asse-
ciation chose to ignore this in a re-
cent press release, preferring the
oft-recycled statement that cans
are America’s “most. recycle-d com-
sumer beverage package.” Graot-
ed. But whjle the eumpetﬂ:mu —
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spectahle levels; permanent
changes in the collection infrastrne-
tare are needed — not programs
that are event-based, publicity-fo-
cased, or Hed o specific commumity
goads or volunbeer recruitment.

The 18805 establishment of
carbside recycling programs was
infragtructaral, but conid oot
counterbalance the trends of stag-

nant aluminum ean ecrap vaiues,
the disappearance of buyhacks, in-
creaged away-from-home  con-
sumption, and growing consamer
apathy abouf recyeling, The only
programs to consistantly schieve
recycling rafes of T0 to 85 percent
are nickel deposit svstems, Michi-
gan, the only state with a dime de-
posit, reaches 96 percent. Deposits

speak louder than bumper stick-
ers, radio PSAs, sany billboards,
and cther altruistic appeals.

Can makers know that a nation-
al I0-cent deposit, like the bill pro-
posed by Ben. Jim Jefferds and co-
sponsored by Sen. John Eerry,
could achieve recycling rates of 80
to 80 percent. But the beer and

_soft drink brand owners and bot-

tlers have a chilling effect an their
ability to support deposits, The
fear of losing additional markef.

share to pelyethylene terephtha-

late ie enough t0 make them stick

to their seript in perpetuity...

Cr is it? [t's only a mafter of
time hefore the envirenmental
commuinty decides that the annu-
al landfilling of 55 billien cans —
520,000 tons of aluminum — is un-
aceeptable, and ealls for a con-
sumer boyeott. The time to hreak
ranks and preserve the long-term
future of the can is now. M

Btz is research direcnr for the Container
Racyeling nstduie.




flu_ninng out with rates in the 20
percent range, the aluminum in-
dustry's gentleman’s C is not ex-

aci:h something to be proud of, Es- [

v for a packsge whose
I‘EL"‘-.TCIai}!]}I‘F is fls main environ-
“mental selling point.

The industry has never had a
wesker environmental leg to stand
on. Replacing the 55 hillion cans
wasted last year (the most ever)
with new cans made from mrgm

materials squandered the equiva- i

lent of gver 28 million barrels o
crude oil, and gemerated more
than 3.5 mdllion fons of green-
house gases and other emissions.
The uncomfortable reality is

that the Aluminmwm Association |

and itz members are foreed inta
adhering to a Pollyanna scripi.

Like bottle makers, can makers |

would benefit from the increased
availability of elean serap, but. they

observe a collective gag rule when

it comes to advocating deposit sys-
tems. Instead, to appease their
beverage customers, they keep
towing out token programe.

Camne for Habitat makes good PR,

buf has no effect on the recycling i

rate. Recycle Pefe isn't eutting it,
(Glass Recyeles hasnt improved
green glass markets. If confainer
recyeling rates are to rise to re-

4 LOOK BACK

Five years ago: Wastemasters Ing
sues its former CEQ, R, Dale Ste
ritt, alleping fraud, hreach of fidu-
ciary dufy and mismanagement.
A year apo: Tovota says it intends
to produce no landfill waste at a
new engine plant in Fentaville,
Ala., and that it plans fo reduce

landfill waste at all of its North 1

“American manufacturing plants
by 70 percent by 2005, |
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High eﬂﬁc;ency pc:wer unrt with TEFC niotor
Electrically actuated regen system
J-section ﬁcﬂﬁed suction p&mpmg sysiem
UL & CUL listed pane1 boxes -
Adjustable upper and lower Fifrarads
Adjustable & replaceable ram wiper sy
Side-mounted digital bale length caunter
Quick loading bale wire hox 1 ,i:ﬂders g
Long lasting ceramic wire -guides.
Oversized ram hold-down’

adjustable from the exteriorg

Nylatron dust control system

and much morg!

Viglt us oniine fo see & {he fesiures and bernefils of this
riew baler and the many other NEXGEN halers:
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% 205-585-9105

Eraicn Esvicment Campany

nformatlon call:

800-269-7237




